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Abstract

Adult congenital heart disease (ACHD) patients are increasing, resulting in the increase

of their mortality. Generally the physician cares a patient in the case of the patient death,
but, when an ACHD patient dies, the ACHD specialist has to care the patient as well as his/
her families who experience the death of the ACHD patient as a spouse, a father, or a child of

surviving aged parents. In order to handle this difficult task, we have to understand the
psychology and sociology related to the death of ACHD patients. However, the death itself
has been scarcely a subject to scientific investigation in Japan, and further, there has been
almost no published information in relation to the death of ACHD patients not only in Japan

but worldwide. In this review, I will first discuss “general” thanatology based on literatures
and books, and then I will describe some thoughts from my own experience of 40 years

carrier as a congenital cardiologist.




